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SUMMER 1 NEWSLETTER
Dear Parent / Carer,

Summer term 1 is usually the start of the
examination period. Teachers, students and parents have
enormous revision pressures and – it seems –everything
revolves around GCSEs. Year 11’s motivation and resilience
have been exemplary and I commend them for the
incredible work they have completed over lockdown and
recently to ensure we are able to submit the best possible
grades for them – based on accurate evidence.

NEWSLETTER

Just because exams are not taking place, it does not mean their education
counts for nothing. They may not have taken their seat in the sports hall with a clear pencil case and an
unlabelled water bottle, but the work is done: nothing is wasted. They have enriched their lives with
knowledge, made the most of opportunities, perfected skills and, above all, developed the habits of hard
work and study that will last them a lifetime.
Equally, lockdown and all of the associated strategies related to COVID have forced changes for all other
year groups at St Michael’s that no-one could have anticipated. But there is a bright light at the end of this
particular tunnel: and we have built a community that distance and disaster
cannot break. That might be the greatest achievement of all.
With kindest regards,

Mrs J Gray, Headteacher

Upcoming News & Events:
Friday 28th May

Students break up for Half Term

Monday 7th June

Students return to school

Friday 18th June

Year 11 Leaving Day

Thursday 24th June

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 8th July

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 21st July

Students break up for the Summer

Thursday 2nd September Staff Training Day
Friday 3rd September

Students return to school

Headteacher: Mrs J Gray, MSc, NPQH
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GSUS LIVE
At the start of May, the school was visited by the GSUS Live experience. GSUS Live is a mobile
education unit: a multi-media classroom in a lorry trailer. Using touchscreen computers that rise up from
the desks at the touch of a button, students can explore Jesus’ teachings on fear, forgiveness and rejection;
all issues of great relevance today.
Hosted by our school chaplains, students spent an hour being guided through the interactive
session. Personal stories were recounted, with students deciding if forgiveness was the right choice. The
conversations that took place showcased the importance and
freedom that 'forgiving someone' can have. At St Michael's,
we believe that character and spiritual development are
equally as important as academic success.
We are looking forward to welcoming back GSUS Live in the
next academic year.
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SEEDS OF HOPE
Staff and students are taking part in our
latest wellbeing initiative: Seeds of Hope.
The dwarf sunflower seeds have been provided by
Morrisons as part of their effort to celebrate the growing
sense of national optimism by planting sunflowers across
the UK, representing the brighter and lighter times of
hope ahead.

Thank you very much to West Midlands Police
Cannabis Disposal team for donating plant pots
and soil for this project.

3

NUMERACY NEWS

Congratulations to the students listed on the right, who
were the most improved in their year in the Spring 1 Form
Time Numeracy Challenge.
Well done to everyone who improved.
Prizes will follow for the most improved form group in each
year.

Alexander Alder
Sophie Orr-Smart
Chloe Emms
Nastazja Krysinska
Amber Gandley
Kayla Wright
Faith Richards
Lincoln Totney
Gael Mfuamba
Joshua Williams
Adam Isaac
William Brownhill
Megan Smith
Leo Wells
Samuel Greenfield
Caitlin Hall
Joshua Millard-Lloyd
Brook Hodgetts
Ben Givargidze
Xander-Solomon Grosvenor
Khian Guest
Zacharie Sloan
Callum Nicholls
Libby Wilkes
Laila Organ

10S
10A
10S
10C
9H
9C
9E
9E
9L
9M
9M
8E
8L
8M
8I
8M
8M
8H
7S
7M
7L
7H
7C
7H
7H

100 HEROES 2021
St Michael’s Student Voice is absolutely thrilled and
proud to have won a Birmingham Children’s Hospital
100 Heroes award again this year, which could not
have been achieved without the ongoing support of
the whole school, our families and the local
community. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts
to everyone who has been part of our journey.
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LIBRARY NEWS

The library team will be undertaking
the annual stocktake after half term. If
there are any books from the school library
still at home, students should bring them into
school and hand them to their form tutor. Alternatively, they
can be placed in the class book boxes which will be collected by
the library staff. Whilst the library is closed for the stocktake,
your child can continue to load books via the SORA reading app.

Students can also continue to load and read books over the
summer holiday by logging into their SORA account using the
information below:
Username: 15989-XXXX*
Password: reading
(*XXXX is your 4 digit library barcode)
Email Library@st-michaels.sandwell.sch.uk with the name of
the student to request a library barcode, or contact the
library team if you need assistance or more information about SORA, or logging into the Reading Cloud via
the website.
Every year the library runs a Summer Reading Challenge, which aims to keep
students engaged in reading over the six weeks’ holiday. This year, students in
years 7, 8 and 9 are encouraged to read 6 books over the holiday and complete
the reading challenge booklet. This should be handed in in September, when
students who have taken part will receive a prize and house points. The Summer
Reading Challenge is also accessible to Year 6 students who will be attending St
Michael’s in September. If your child wants an information pack and booklet,
they can pop into the library or email Library@st-michaels.sandwell.sch.uk
Year 9 students have been invited to take part in a book quiz which will take
place after half term. The book quizzes have been hugely popular in the past,
however due to COVID-19 and following government guidance, this will be
the first one to take place for some time. We are hoping to resume book
quizzes next year for years 7, 8 and 9 to
participate in.
The library will be running an early bird reading
group from September. If your child is interested in taking part, please email the
library for more information. Places are limited and will be allocated on a first
come, first served basis.
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UK MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE
Congratulations to the following Key Stage 3 students who achieved certificates in the
Mathematical Challenge – a stimulating and rewarding experience for all students which
encourages their mathematical problem solving. To recognise the highest performers in
the Challenge, the top-scoring 40% of participants are awarded bronze, silver and gold
certificates in the ratio 3:2:1.

Year 7 Bronze Awards
• Matthew Comery
Year 7 Silver Awards
• Cait Bridges
• Liberty Henderson
• Jerin Joji
Year 8 Bronze Awards
• Thomas Barrett
• Emily Blakeway
• Alfie Hodgetts
• Brook Hodgetts
• Sean Le Feuvre
• Thomas Overton
• Maya Purcell
• Andrei Radu
• Jack Woodall
Year 8 Silver Awards
• Kaitlin Calloway
• Jacob Greaves
• Criss Liby Abraham
• Joshua Millard-Lloyd
• Chloe Mullarkey
Year 8 Gold Awards
• Oliver Fox
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