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SPRING 1 NEWSLETTER
Dear Parent/Carer,

As we approach the end of our first half term in 2021,
our school community has, once again, proven to be
resilient and exceptional. We have
safely welcomed approximately 130 eligible children into
school every day. Teachers have demonstrated
ingenuity and dedication - producing live lessons to
ensure that students are able to continue with their
curricula. Support staff have diligently telephoned every
family of our children at home to celebrate engagement and
check on their wellbeing. Students have worked exceptionally well
at school and at home in these challenging circumstances and parents
have been wonderfully supportive, despite being under huge pressure
themselves.
We have experienced grief: our hearts go out to everyone in our community who has lost a loved one.
Hopefully though, there is cause for celebration: that a successful vaccination programme will enable our
school to welcome back all of our children very soon. We are all excited at this prospect and eagerly await the
Government’s announcement on 22nd February. In the meantime, thank you for your unwavering support; for
your uplifting, positive comments and for your on-going optimism.

NEWSLETTER

With kindest regards,

Mrs J Gray
Headteacher

Upcoming News & Events:

Thurs 11th February

Students break up for half-term

Friday 12th February

Staff Training Day

Monday 22nd February

Students return to school

Thursday 25th March

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 31st March

Students break up for Easter

Thursday 1st April

Staff Training Day

Headteacher: Mrs J Gray, MSc, NPQH
St Michael’s Church of England High School ● Curral Road ● Rowley Regis ● West Midlands ● B65 9AN
Tlephone: 0121 561 6881 ● Fax: 0121 561 6882 ● Email: contact.staff@st-michaels.sandwell.sch.uk

REMOTE LEARNING
Staff at St Michael’s are justifiably proud of the amount of work that has
been done to transform remote learning since the first lockdown last year. We are
confident, from the many positive comments received from both students and
parents, that the interactive, live lessons are providing the best possible alternative
to being in the classroom.
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TOP REMOTE LEARNERS
Weekly nominations for Top Remote Learners are not just solely based
on academic successes but also on the effort that students are putting into their
lessons during remote learning; this could be participating in the chat regularly, helping
other students, or providing explanations and answers. All nominees, as well as the selected top
remote learners, are rewarded house points and top remote learners receive a congratulatory postcard.

(Week 1 Top Remote Learners)

MFL NEWS
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This beautiful poem was
written by Abigail Caffrey in
Year 9.
Inspired by Amanda Gorman’s
performance at the
inauguration of President
Biden, Abi created the piece in
ten minutes as part of a formtime activity.
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A REMINDER FROM THE LIBRARY…

Free Access to eBooks with SORA!
Although the School Library is closed, we are still doing our best to enable students to access good
quality books and resources.
Reading for pleasure is an essential part of keeping your mind well and improving your wellbeing. It
allows your brain to rest and recover from the stresses of daily life. Now more than ever, it is
important that we take the time to pick up a book once a day and give our minds a break.
St Michael’s has subscribed to the online reading platform SORA. This is a fantastic resource for
students and teachers as it enables access to thousands of good quality fiction and non-fiction
books, as well as Audiobooks; it also tracks what students are reading, sets their reading goals and
tracks their achievements to encourage them to keep reading.
SORA is an app, which is linked to our Library Management system (Reading Cloud) so students just
need their library barcode and the password below to sign in:
Username: 15989-XXXX*
Password: reading
(XXXX is your 4 digit library barcode)
Download the SORA app today via the Play store or the App store, and get reading!

If preferred, students can also access the range of eBooks by visiting the school website - log into
your online library account (Reading Cloud) which can be found on the student page next to the
email sign in.
Contact the library team on library@st-michaels.sandwell.sch.uk if you need assistance or any
further information. You can also request a Library barcode – just include your name and form.

HAPPY READING!

5

6

COMMUNITY NEWS

The Safe Space is a scheme operated by many
pharmacies across England and Wales, both big
brands such as Boots and Superdrug as well as
some small independent companies. Participants
in the scheme will display a Safe Space poster, like
the one below:

If you approach a member of staff at any of these locations and ask to use the Safe Space, they will
provide you with support and information.
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